Turner 1l imes

W

The dates are set! The city is
primed and ready! The Red Car-
pet isrolling ou! Turner Reunion
"99isunderway!!!!

Mark those cdendars for Au-
gust 11" through the 15", when
our shipmates and families will
gather at the Sheraton North
Shore Hotel. The hotel has 375
guest rooms and 2D meding
rooms, al recently renovated.
Between events, you can relax in
the indoa pod, sauna, Jaauzz,
exercise room or onthe sundeck.

We arive on Wednesday and
depart on Sunday. Dick Shana
berger has obtained a very rea
sonable rate in the $80-$85 range,
plus tax, for single and doulbe oc-

There were 575 destroyer hul
numbers between the USSTURNER
DD-259 and DD/DDR-834 and their
adive service was sparated by 23
yeas. It is no wonder most of us
know so little &ou DD-259.
Thanks to Commander John Alden's
bodk, Flush Dedks and Four Pipes,
we get a brief, bu interesting,
glimpse & how she was used, o mis-
used, by the Navy.

C

cupancy. Additionally, Dick and
Pete Varley are furiously planning
the events for our Chicago reun-
ion.

A Wb | et'stalk it up
to Grea
L skes Na. now and
val Train- make the
ing Center  1999reunion
| S
planned, th.e best and
where we b|gge5t one
will  a- ye!
tend the

Reauit Graduation Ceremony as
guests of the Navy. We will also
tour the center and grounds. This
shoud hkring back a few memo-
ries, as many of you went to

DD-259 was commissoned in
1919. Her pennant was hauled
down, as a result of treaty, just three
yeas later in San Diego where she
lay idle for 14 yeas. In 1936she
was dgricken from the rolls and be-
came YW-56, an ignominious water
barge, being towed between San
Diego and San Clemente Island. In
1942 BuShips was desperately
seaching for ASW ships and in-
quired about the ex-TURNER. The
San Diego Destroyer Base pointed
out that, among other things, her pro-

“Boat” at the Lakes and some
a so attended one of the many ser-
vice schods there. Other tours
are aso in the planning stages.
August is a beautiful time in the
Chicago areg so be prepared for
some fun. Those of you with
“rugrats” still in tow, whether
children or grandchildren, shoud
bring them along.

Now is aso the time to contad
your shipmates and plan those
mini-reunions. We've had some
very succesdul ones in the past
and hope to dugicae that success
with the next reunion. Let’'s talk
it up nav and make the 1999 re-
union the best and biggest one
yet!

peller struts had been burned of and
her turbines had been disabled with
the autting torch. She had no arma-
ment and no adk houwse hardly
"ready for sea" The District Com-
mander also put his oar in the water
becaise he nealed a self propelled
water, cargo, and passenger ferry to
suppat the training base on San
Clemente. On his recommendation
BuShips and CNO concurred and the
once proud "four piper" and lowly
YW became the Moaosehead 1X-98.

(Continued on page 2)




(Continued from page 1)

Mooseheal got power, a cargo hdd
and boon where the forward fire-
room had been, four officers, 60
men, and two 4 inch/500s, some light
machine guns and depth-charges.

This was not the end for Moose-
head; she began to grow. Her mis-
sion was expanded to training armed
guardsmen, towing high-speed target
sleds even though she was only capa-
ble of 21 knots on two bdlers.
Along the way BuShips was wonder-
ing what was happening to Moose-
head and demanded an inclining test.
When they looked at the data, they
would na certify her for sea Off
came the guns and a number of oth-
ers measures were taken to make
Moosehead seavorthy.

Moosehead soon became the
only "flush dedker" to become aflag-
ship during WW Il. Commander,
Operational Training Command re-
fitted her to his own reguirements.
Out came the cago hold. In went a
CIC and some living quarters. The
intermediate-stage turbines were re-
activated, eectronic equipment was
installed as were more deck houses
and two 3 inch/500s. She now had
six officers and 86 enlisted men, and
up went the Admira ©s flag.

Mooseheal (the ex-YW-56, ex-
TURNER DD-259 served out the

rest of WW Il as one of the Navy©s

most valuable training assets. In this

most important role, the TURNER

outlived al but just a few of her

original sister destroyers. She didn©t
serve & Okinawa, Ilwo Jima, the

Coral Sea or in any other engage-

ment, bu the good men who were

trained on bard her did; proudy and

victorioudly.

Firstly, I want to thank all of you for eleding me &
your asociation pgresident. It is my hona and privilege
and | hope to do as goodajob as my predecessors.

Well, another happy Turner reunion has gore by, and
aready we ae planning for the next reunion in lllinais.
To ensure thiscoming reunion is as succesdul as our past
reunions, I'd like to take this opportunity to reinforce
something that | mentioned in Las Vegas, that is for each
and every ore of usto read out to another shipmate and
invite him to join us at the next reunion. Most of us are
guilty of procrastination at one time or ancther, but let's
put procrastination on the bad burner and reat out to
our fellow shipmates. After al, this reunion belongs to
ead and every ore of us and its success depends upm
our participation.

What a heritage the men and women who have served
in the United States Navy have left for the newer genera-
tions to follow! The Navy has the best of pilots in our
carier-based pilots, the best commandas in our SEALS,
men with nerves of sted in our submariners, and the
dedication and loyalty of al of the other men and women
who serve on the various siipsin our fleds. Destroyer-
men share in a very speda subculture. They are the
badkbore (grunts) who are there when a tough job has to
get done; from providing close shore atillery during an
invasion d abeathead or aring d protedion for a @n-
voy, to chasing submarines, furnishing plane guard detail ,
and the myriad of other tasks assgned to destroyers.
You are avery specia bread, belonging to a very spedal
club. Plagiarizing from the Marines with their motto of
aThe Few, The Proud, The Marines®, we shoud adopt a
similar one with @The Many, The Bold, The Navy." GO
NAVY !

In closing, and on behalf of the entire U.S.S. Turner
Association, may | extend our Best Wishes to ALL and
hope you enjoy a Happy Chanukah, Merry Christmas and
aHedthy Happy New Yea.

— Harry




Walter Sweikhart, ‘45

8As far as being a helmsman, it was
a goodjob. At seal was on cdl for 2
watches every 24 hours; 2 haurs on the
helm, 2 hours in after steering in case of
breakdown, 8 hours off and then bad to
the same routine. After steeing was the
lousy part; you just sit there with the
phones and wait for trouble or damage to
the steging. You are buried in the very
bowels of the ship. Sometimes it is ©
hot. At seg the helmsman job is redly
not tough. It just depends on who is on
the bridge. He is the only man you take
orders from. He gives you the compass
reading to stee; you repeda the heading
and stee that course until he gives you
another healing. If he is on the flying
bridge and you are in the wheelhouse, he
sometimes gets awfully close to a lli-
sion course. You still stee that course
and hope the guy wakes up in time. Ac-
tually you stea only when in blue water.
In tight conditions, the quartermaster
takes over. Also a genera quarters, |
would leave the whed and go to a 40
mm gun. When entering into a navy
yard o a foreign port, a pilot would
come @oard and take over. | was a-
lowed afew points off before they would
tell me to wake up. On the DE | was on,
we were in a hurricane once | could not
hold the heading within 10to 15degrees,
but no one wuld do better. That same
hurricane took a 5" gun mount off a de-
stroyer. In port, | was aways the roving
watch; just strap on a .45 automatic and
roam all over the ship like a pdliceman:
that | loved, get coffee @ any time.®

4 served aboard Turner from the
launching wntil | was put ashore in San
Diego, Ca. | was one of the first aboard
(only 40 d us) and in the first group that
was ent to Camp Pendelton, the marine
base, where | was told to get to Boston
for discharge. | had to pay my own way
or | would be sent back to a ship. | had
also served at Navy 1925 Fled Post Of-
fice Naval Headquarters, Northwest Af-
rican Waters, also known as Algiers.
After that | served aboard the USS Fes-
senden, DE-142 We were ahunter kill-
ers sib seach team along with 4 ather
DEs. Believeit or not, | never knew the
names of them. One was the Pill sbury

and the others were just ships to me &
that time. Also, aong with us was the
CVE Guadalcanal. | left two very close
friends on board without the chance of
telling them goodhye. Abou 20 d us
were cdled to the stern and told we were
going to be put ashore to be discharged
and we had 20 minutes to get off or we
would go with the ship. | thought | had
found one friend, Louie F. Barlow. |
wrote him a letter and never receéved a
reply. The other was or is a Arnold De-
Maris. Never have found him. Guess
baoth could be gone.®

8As | mention before, 40 d us were
seleded at Boston Navy Yard to go to
Bath Maine to bring the ship to Boston
for Commissioning. | had first pick asto
where | was going to bunk: right by the
fan. Atthetimel left the Turner, we had
never redly gone anywhere. We did go
to the regular shakedown places; Virgin
Islands, Bermuda, Cuba and so forth.
Then we got orders to go to the Padfic.
We went through the canal and into San
Diego and | was put ashore. Thiswasin
November 1945 | know that on Thanks-
giving Day we were going through Salt
Lake City. | was discharged on Decem-
ber 24, 1945 at the Boston Navy Yard.
ALL my traveling was on the Fesenden.
| met my wife in the Boston Commons.
The two gws | named above stood up
for me & our wedding in Upper Marl-
boro, Maryland. Maryland is my home
state. | was born in Washington D.C. |
returned to Maryland after discharge and
went to work for the Navy Department,
Bureau of Suppliesand Accounts, for the
next 20 yeas working with computers.
After that, | transferred to the Air Force
for the next 8 yeas. | retired from the
Gunter Air force Base in Montgomery,
Alabama and have been retired for yeas.
| went out when Nixon quit. | still get
up every morning and I'm still brea h-
ing.°

TO THE FAMILIES OF ALL
TURNERMEN:

On the evening of 26 January, we
were direded to proceed to the last
known position d the Isradi subma-
rine DAKAR and to take charge of the
surfaceseach for her. TURNER was
the first ship on the scene, and was
later joined by Turkish and Greek de-
stroyers. We set up the initial seach
plans, established communicaions,
and coordinated al surface seach ac-
tivities. It was a very busy time, par-
ticularly for our radiomen who hended
an exceptionaly high volume of in-
coming and ougoing messages during
the two days that | was the "on-scene
commander.” We dedked every oil
dick and every floating ohed we en-
courtered, and used every means pos-
sible to try to find DAKAR. On the
night of the 28th | was relieved of that
duty by the arival of other U.S. Navy
ships which had commanding dficers
senior to me. British, Isradi, and Leba-
nese ships aso took part in the search.
TURNER cortinued in the search urtil
it ended onthe night of the 31<t, and
was the only ship to participate in the
entire seach. It is unfortunate that we
were unable to locae any traceof the
submarine or its crew, and can orly
conclude that they met a tragic end in
the more than 1,0® fathom depths of
that part of the Mediterranean.
TURNER®s Exealtive Officer, LCDR
V. P. MC DONOUGH, wrote the fol-
lowing in ouw Plan o the Day for 1
February to inform the aew that the
seach had ended, and | think it worthy
of reporting rere:

3At sunset yesterday, the seach
for the Isradi submarine DAKAR was
officially ended. During the seach,
naval and air units of seven courtries,
including those historicaly not
friendy to ead aher, took part. This
demonstrated ore of the most impor-
tant laws of the seas. All ships are e-

(Continued on page 4)




(Continued from page 3)
peded and required to gve asdstance
to shipsin distress It is interesting to
note that the news of fellow sailors
missing acomplished more than all
the United Nations medings, and am-
bassadorial conferences. It brough
together naval units of Greece ad
Turkey, and krough together units of
the Isradi and Lebanese naval forces.
We ae indeed a strange breed who go
down to the seas in ships. Thereis an
amost mystic tie that binds the mari-
ners of the world together. The loss of
aship o sailors anywhere is a personal
one to us. We mourn the lossof DA-
KAR and gve one fina salute to her
men. Shalom.®

During this 34 days of operating, we
made two brief stops for fue at
Soudha Bay, Crete. These stops were
just for a few hous ead, and ro lib-
erty was permitted, howvever, on the
seond stop since the wedher was
good,we had ou noonmed as a @wok-
out in agrove of olive trees neaby. It
was ancther superb performance by
our cooks, and enjoyed by all hands.

As you can appredate, January was
an extremely busy month for
TURNER. In typicd TURNER fash-
ion we were & sea longer than any
other SIXTH Fled Ship. We were in-
volved in more and varied operations
than any other destroyer, and last, bu
not least, we receved more praise and
avell dores® from our superiors and
asciates than any other ship in the
Med, including a personal congatula
tory message from Vice Admirad
MARTIN, the Commander of the
SIXTH Fled, and a letter of commen-
dation from Rea Admira DACEY,
our Task Group Commander.

As | st here bringing the
TURNERGRAM to a dose, we ae
moored alongside the Destroyer Ten-
der, USS GRAND CANYON. Tender
is an apt name, for she is providing
tender loving cae to TURNER.

(Continued on page 5)

Last Name
BILICIC
CARLISLE
COMMANDER
DAVIDSON
GUNTHER
HOLT

MILLS RR.
NELSON
OBERMAIER
SCHRAGER
STEPHENSON
WARRICK

First Name Years
AL

JM
GEORGE
GEORGE S.
HOWARD P.
ARCHIE
WILLIAM
CHARLES
FRED
MARTY
MARION
RICHARD

62-64
5557
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¢ what the next issuewill ook ¢

:Iike if we don’t start hear-
¢ ing from you!!
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aTin Cans® by Theodore Roscoe.
The true story of the fighting de-
stroyers of World War 11.

aTin Can Man® by Emory J.
Jernigan.  Reoounts the life of a
World War |l sailor, from boacamp
through the end of the war. He
helped commisgon the USS Wash-
ington (BB-56), but spent most of his
time in the Pacific on the USS Ju-

fley (DD-465).
apDestroyer Skipper® and
aBluewater Sailor® by Don

Sheppard. For the flavor of Navy
life in the late 60's & early 70s,
these ae the bodksto read!

Zorba Said

Zorba the Greek said, "Living is
U what you dowhile you are waiting

better to wait than in Chicago at the
§ ©990 reunion?




Final Roll Call

We have leaned since our last issue

(Continued from page 4)

. . . that these shipmates have answered
GRAND CANYON is helping the TURNER TIGERS repair the ravages of the cdl of the Supreme Commander:

storm, seg and time, by asssting us with work which requires the use of her well

equipped repair shops. By the time we depart Naples onthe morning o February Batch, Joel YNC 4546
17th, we will again be in combat realy state, ready to answer the cdl - #Troude Bivens, Joseph W. RD3 60
brewing - send the destroyers.” Bowen, Jack Capt.
Sincerely, Currier, Donald E.

Easto, Thomas SA

Erkfitz, Donald A.

D E. Pauly Marl.owe, Ri?hard

Commander U. S. Navy Mulli gan, Willi am J.

Commanding Officer Powell, Robert W.

TURNER ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT - 1946

Areyou in this picture? Do you know who is? We know Jim Bostick isthe WT1 at the right end of the last row. When the picture
was taken, he was in charge of the No. 2 Fireroom. Chief Water Tender Griffin is third from the left in the front row. The dief at
the right end of the front row was nicknamed "Smoky". The Chief Engineer, behind the scuttle, is LTJG Paul Roth. The Turner
Times wonders if the following shipmates are pictured: Charles "Carlos' Cordova, Robert Gray, Anthony Guerrera, George Hadik,
David Hogin, Richard Hollander, Donald Kiley, Elliot Recht, Walter Snyder, Paul Storms, Jesse Thompson and Herman Vickery?
We know some of you are. If you are, let us know and we will | et you al know who reported in. It might have the makings of a
mini-reunion. Photo courtesy of James (Jim) Bostick BTC ‘46, USN (Ret.)
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Homeport, U.S.S. Turner may

be ready shortly. Tom Shingleton *

('59-'61) has volunteered to help
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i The U. S .S. Turner Reunion Association is a non-profit organization dedicaed to Iocaingi
v and keeping usin contad with our former shipmates. The Association Officers are:

%

President

%
i Treasurer Mike Quinn (©5®59
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Harry Tice(©57 VicePresident

Pete Varley (06669)

Secrgary Dick Shanaberger (©51955)
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The Turner Times is pulished periodicdly, by the dedicated staff members siown below, to*
+ help communicate Association news and fadlit ate the sharing of memories. Suggestions and .

Staff Coordinator

Mel Edwards (©5759)
4711 Bieker Road
Washington, MO 63090

e Phone: (314) 239-8960

w E-mail: melbet@fidnet.com

s
Yo
Yo
AS
IAY
Ae

¥

items of interest can be submitted to either of us. Originalswill bereturned, if requested.

Editor/Publisher

Pete Varley (©6869)

202 Shadowbend Drive
Wheding, IL 60090

Phone: (847) 808-0460

E-mail: Peter_Varley@msn.com
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Turner website and has aso do-
fered to house our Internet site on
his own personal America On-
Line acoourt space.  Helping him
is Ken Yost who teaches com-
puter classes at the Steelworkers
Union Development Center.

We visited a number of other
websites to get ideas for our site.
We espeddly visited ather DD
and DE sites. Youd be anazed

how many of our oceanmates are
onthe Internet!!

We have a temporary web-
page & http://members.aol.com/
turn834/tom/ as we work on the fi-
nal webpages. Thisis a work in
progressand by no means the fin-
ished prodwct. Please visit our
new 2homeport® and see how we
look in hyperspace Wed wel-
come aly suggestions you might

Turner Times

U.S.S. Turner Reunion Association

2130Salisbury Stred
York, PA 174041013

Website http://members.aol.com/turn834tom/

Forwarding And
AddressCorredion
Requested
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FROM OUR TREASURER
Thanks to al who responded by send-
ing in their dues for 1999 We nedal
these funds to ke the Association, and
its work, afloat. Postage and printing
are both very costly. We wish all of you
the very best in the coming holidays.

— Mike Quinn

(Editors note: We still need your sup-
port!!  Even row, only 12% of our
members pay any dues. Postage rates
areincreasing in 1999!)

FIRST CLASS MAIL

MOVED ???? If you have moved, plan to do so, changed your telephone number, or have any change of status, please drop a note to Dick
Shanaberger at 2130 Salisbury St., York, PA 17404-1013, or FAX him at 717-764-4728. Stay in touch: we donot want to losgoul

ASSOCIATION DUES — Althowgh dues are voluntary, we cmuld use your help. Look at your mailing label. If "Dues Paid" appears under
your name, your dues are paid. If not, and you want to pay them, send $20 to Mike Quinn at 15022 Hix Stred, Livonia, Ml 48154. (Dues paid
after November 14, 1998 will be reflected onthe next label)




