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The USS TURNER Reunion Asso-
ciation’s next port of call will be Nor-
folk, Virginia, which follows another 
very successful reunion in Mobile. Ala-
bama.  As we do each year, we want to 
thank our association officers for the 
planning that is necessary to make our 
reunions memorable occasions.  This 
year they had the able help of Armed 
Forces Reunions, Inc. 

Our  head count for this reunion 
was 110.  Of that number, 57 were 
shipmates and 13 were attending for the 
first time.  These numbers are a bit 
greater than the attendance in San 
Diego in 2002.  Participation is our ob-
jective.  At each reunion, we see ship-
mates we served with, other friends we 
have made while attending past reun-
ions, and those who have come for the 
first time. 

Mobile was a good place to visit.  
We enjoyed touring the National Mu-

seum of Naval Aviation at the Pensa-
cola Naval Air Station, the battleship 
ALABAMA, BB-60, the submarine 
DRUM and the Belli ngrath Gardens 
and Home.  Our trip to the Beau Rivage 
Casino in Biloxi was profitable for a 
few, (Ye Editor won $200!) but most of 
us paid to play.  

Our Business meeting was great.  
We elected our off icers, with Grant 
Wilcox filli ng the spot as new 2nd Vice 
President.  Tim Fesig is our new Presi-
dent and Joe Stepanek moves up to 1st 
Vice President.  We all thank Dave 
Bodendorf for his leadership over the 
past two years. 

At our Saturday evening dinner, 
door prizes were won including many 
items from Tin Can Sailors, our ship©s 
store and 4 one-night stays at the 
Adam©s Mark hotel.  Our 50-50 draw-
ing had 3 winners: Walter Knight and 
Dennis Clark each won $50 and Bil l 
Patrick grabbed $100. 

Mobile is in the wake, but not to be 

forgotten.  Here are the shipmates who 
enjoyed this reunion.  First-time atten-
dees are underlined: 

 
Carl Ackerman          51-55        RM2 
Paul Avery               45-46        S1c 
Larry Bayer               57-59        RM2 
Thomas S. Beard       57-60        MM2 
Donald Becker          53-54        SN 
Joe Bennett               57-59        ETR2 
Richard Bishop          62-64        LTJG 
Dave Bodendorf       57-59        ETN2 
John Byron               45-46        FC2  
Dennis Clark            66-69        MM2 
Norman Crockett       67-69        BT2 
Jim Daugherty          53-54        QM3 
Mel Edwards            57-59        LTJG 
Tim Fesig                  65-69        STG2 
Clyde Grider             62-65        MR2 
Cleo Hammond        48-51        RM2 
Bob Hartsock            53-55        ET3 
J. W. Hooie               47-51        PN2 
Carroll Huff ines       60-62        SM3 

(Continued on page 5) 
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By Mel Edwards, LT (jg) '57-'59 

The TURNER was one of the 
GEARING class destroyers, but what 
do we know about the GEARING 
(DD-710)?  Obviously she was much 
like the TURNER, commissioned on 
May 3rd 1945 and decommissioned on 
July 2nd 1973.  So, you say, is there 
anything unique about her other than 
she was the leader of a class of de-
stroyers commissioned too late to fight 
in WW-II?  The answer is, yes. 

There was a day when the Navy 
named destroyers to honor people, 

mostly military, who had served the 
nation in some worthy manner, many 
of them giving their lives.  This is true 
of the GEARING, except that she is 
named for three generations of men 
who served in the Navy.  The first was 
Henry Chalfant Gearing, born in 1855, 
and graduated from the Naval Acad-
emy in 1876.  He served on several 
ships and commanded the naval sta-
tions at Cavite and Olongapo in the 
Phili ppines.  He retired in 1909. 

He was followed by his son Henry 
Chalfant Gearing Jr. who was born in 
1887.  Junior graduated from the Naval 

Academy in 1907 and went on to com-
mand a long list of destroyers, De-
stroyer Squadron 4 and the Naval 
Training Station, San Diego before his 
death in 1944. 

Henry Chalfant Gearing II I was 
born in 1912 at Vallejo, California and 
graduated from the Naval Academy in 
1936.  After serving on several ships 
as a young off icer he went aboard the 
Juneau as a Lieutenant in 1942.  Gear-
ing was lost with the ship when she 
was torpedoed and sunk in the Solo-
mon Islands. 
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By Mel Edwards, LT (jg) ©57-©59 
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Another year has gone by, 
marked by our reunion.  This 
time in Mobile, Alabama.  I 
hope everyone who had a chance 
to attend had a good time and 
maybe even got to take some-
thing home from Beau Rivage. 

The reunion trip is Lorraine 
and my vacation for the year 
since we are unable to get away 
for any other vacations due to 
the needs of Lorraine©s mother.  
We usually try to get to the des-
tination a few days early and this 
time we arrived in Mobile Mon-
day afternoon.  This gave us 
some time to look around the 
city and see some sites on our 
own.  We walked all day Tues-
day, taking in the old live oaks 
and wrought iron raili ngs of Mo-
bile.  I had read about the old 
mansions, but do not remember 
seeing mention of the distinct 
French influence.  For those of 
you who couldn©t make the reun-
ion, many of the houses re-
minded me of the French Quar-
ter in New Orleans.  (See picture 
at the end of column.) 

On Wednesday, we decided 
to drive around to get a feel for 
the outskirts of Mobile.  We 
ended up at Belli ngrath Gardens.  
We had planned to do other 
things on Saturday, so we toured 
the gardens.  We have been to 
many other gardens, but I don©t 
remember any of them having as 
many trails.  We saw lots of but-
terflies (must have been the mi-
gration season). 

I took the tour on Thursday 
to Pensacola to see the Museum 
of Naval Aviation.  On the way 
there we seemed to hit a wall of 

“ love bugs” as soon as we en-
tered Florida!  It brought back 
memories of when I got out of 
the Navy.  I mustered out at the 
Jax Air Station and decided that 
I would see part of the country 
before I went back to work.  I 
traveled down the east coast of 
Florida to Daytona and then 
went across to Tampa and north 
from there on the west coast.  It©s 
on the west coast, north of 
Tampa, that I encountered the 
“ love bugs” .  It really hit home 
how bad they were when I 
stopped at a motel and outside 
each door there was a spray bot-
tle and towels to help get the 
windshield clean.  

This was the year that our or-
ganization changed off icers.  I 
took over from Dave Bodendorf 
as your President and Grant Wil-
cox is your new 2nd Vice Presi-
dent.  I would like to thank Dave 
for his work these last two years. 

Our reunion next year will be 
in Norfolk, VA from September 
8th through the 11th.  I hope to 
see you there. 

 
                            — Tim 
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Our Association has only three 
ways to make money to continue our 
good work: holding reunions, selli ng 
items from the Ship©s store and solicit-
ing dues from our members.  Our reun-
ions are not big money makers.  Some 
recent reunions made as littl e $2 per 
attendee and Savannah and San Diego 
lost money.  The ship©s store also pro-
vides cash for us to operate, but we 
price our items very close to our cost.  
That brings the subject around to an-
nual dues. 

As a reminder, we do not exclude 
anyone who wants to participate in our 
association and we have chosen not to 
increase our $20 annual dues and to 
keep dues voluntary.  We keep ALL 
shipmates on our mail ing list, send 
ALL of them the newsletter and they 
are ALL eligible to attend reunions, 
whether or not they pay dues.  As a re-
minder, dues cover the "year" between 
reunions, and NOT a calendar year.  As 
we put the Mobile reunion to bed, it©s 
time to ask for your support again. 

During this past year, we added 
another 179 shipmates to our roster, 
i ncl udi ng 26  new l y  l ocated 
"Plankowners."  Additionally, we con-
tinued to improve the  "Turner Times" 
and our website to keep the memory of 
our ships alive and to let all of our 
shipmates, and their famili es, know the 
news of our association.  These efforts, 
along with the rest of our association’s 
business, cost money. 

During the 2001-2002 dues year, 
18.2% of members paid dues.  During 
this last year, that contribution rate  
dropped to 17.3%.  That trend must be 
reversed if we are to continue our mis-
sion of keeping Turner’s memory alive. 

Please unlock that wallet or check-
book and mail your $20 annual dues to 
Mike Quinn at 15022 Hix Street, 
Livonia, MI 48154.  We realize many 
of you are on a fixed income and others 
may have more than one reunion asso-
ciation looking for dues.  If $20 is too 
much, send whatever you can so we 
can continue to keep alive our memo-
ries of our ships. 
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We ran this photo on page 1 of our last issue and asked our 
shipmates to tell us if they thought our ship was anchored in 
Naples, Italy or Nice, France.  We received responses from the 
following:  Mel Edwards, LT (jg), 57-59; Dick Gundlach, ET3, 
51-52; Ken Klumpp, EM2, 51-55; Gerry Newton, EM1, 49-53; 
John Weaver, MM2, 51-54 and Jerry Weitz, RMSN, 52-53.  As 
usual with Turner shipmates, there are multiple opinion.  At times 
there were multiple guesses so the final results total more than 6. 

 
Here are the results: Nice: 3 votes, Monoco/Monte Carlo, 2 

votes, Cannes, 1 vote, Naples, 2 votes.   
 
                      —Ye Editor 

The following items can be or-
dered from Carl Ackerman, 7436 
Daisy Cir., Macungie, PA 
18062, Ph: (610) 398-0145.  All 
items are postpaid.  Please make 
checks payable to Carl L. Acker-
man. 
 
� Up-to-date rosters — $5. 
 
� Turner baseball caps embroi-
dered with Turner logo — $16. 
 
� Mesh polo shirts embroidered 
with Turner logo.  Colors: Red, 
White or Navy Blue.  Sizes M to 
XXL.  All sizes come with a 
pocket — $35.  Sizes 2XL to 
3XL — $40. 
 
� Sweat Shirts embroidered with 
Turner logo.  Colors: Navy Blue 
or Gray.  Sizes M to XXL — 
$45. Sizes 2XL to 3XL — $50. 
 
� Zippo™ Tape Measures, 1.5" 
square, with Turner Logo — 
$11. 
 
� Denim Shirts: Short sleeve, 
light blue with dark blue Turner 
Logo.  Sizes M to XXL — $45.  
Sizes 2XL to 3XL—$50. 
 
� Ship©s patches: Both the Tiger 
and Double Eagle, are now 
available.  4" round with 5 & 6 
color embroidery.  Also avail-
able, official Navy patch, just 
li ke on the ball caps.  Blue with 
gold lettering of "USS Turner 
DD/DDR 834" around light gray 
destroyer profile.  3"H x 5"W.  
Cost is $5 per patch. 
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A new slate of elected off icers will l ead us to Norfolk for the 
2004 reunion.  Tim Fesig, our president, will be at the helm and is 
backed up by Joe Stepanek, 1st Vice President and Grant Wilcox, 
2nd Vice President. 

The 2004 reunion will be September 8th through the 11th.  We 
will be staying at the Sheraton Waterside Hotel located in down-
town Norfolk.  We all know that Norfolk is a ªNavy town.º  It is 
safe to say that there will be plenty to see and do.  So mark your 
calendar and start planning 

We have almost 1500 members who will receive this newslet-
ter and most live within a reasonable distance of Norfolk.  Logi-
cally, this should be our biggest reunion thus far.  It will be if we 
start planning now and make commitments early.  Call a shipmate 
and say, ªI'm going and I'll meet your there.º  You will not be 
sorry. 
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By Tom Tierney, LT (jg)  ©58-©61 
 
I thought that Jerry Fogler©s story 
in the June, 2002 newsletter was 
great.  I would like to add a bit to 
the narrative, if I may. 

My recollection of the trip to 
the Beirut airport was a li ttle differ-
ent from Jerry©s.  The times that I 
have told that story to my children 
and anyone who would listen was 
that the dangers and the small arms 
fire were substantial.  In my ver-
sion, we avoided road blocks and 
heard small arms fire throughout 
the trip to the airport.  I was rather 
scared that we would get lost but 
we got the mail and returned to the 
ship safely. 

Another incident during that 
cruise also involved another trip to 
the Beirut harbor.  As I recall , we 
were in the harbor , underway.  We 
did not anchor so that we could 
move quickly, if necessary.  

I was on the forecastle looking 
at the Beirut skyline, which was 
beautiful, and listened to the small 
arms fire from the beach which 
was very audible.  Suddenly, I 
heard the splashes of bullets in the 
water near the ship and the ping of 
bullets on the deck.  I hit the deck 
and crawled to the opposite side of 
Mount 51 and tried to determine 
the origin of the firing.  I looked up 
and, much to my chagrin, there was 
Palmer, BM1, with a handful of 
nuts and bolts that he was throwing 
in my direction.  They bounced off 
the deck and splashed into the wa-
ter.  Before I could do anything, he 
doubled over in laughter and disap-
peared.  Within the next ten min-
utes, the story must have been all 
over the ship because everyone 
whom I encountered had a know-
ing grin on his face as if he had 

heard the whole story. 
For a few days thereafter, I am 

sure that I was known as Ensign 
"Nuts and Bolts".  Thankfully, the 
name did not stick. 

Capt Mc Mullen had a knack 
for nicknames for the wardroom.  
Ensign Mill er, of mail buoy fame, 
was "Handy Bil ly" because he was 
also the Damage Control Assistant 
and Ensign Dodson was "Hokey-
Pokey" for reasons that have faded 
from my memory. 

I agree with Jerry.  We had a 
wonderful company, supportive 
and effective.  It was a highlight of 
my li fe. 

 
By A.W. “ Tony” Pytek, MM 1, 
Plankowner , ’45 
 

I put the USS Turner in com-
mission at Bath, Maine after re-
turning from the Pacific serving 
aboard the USS Connor (DD-582) 
that I also put into commission in 
Boston, Massachusetts in 1943.  
My first cruise or enlistment was 
from December 1934 to 1938, 
three years of which I was sta-
tioned in Pearl Harbor on the sub-
marine USS Dolphin (D-1.)  The 
war ended while I was on the 
Turner in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 
and I was sent back to the United 
States and discharged.  I'm 86 
years old.  Happy saili ng. 

 
By Sam Lovetro, MR3, ’51-‘52 

 
I served in the Turner in 1951 

into 1952.  I was in the ªAº gang.  
The Turner was in Newport, RI for 
a workover when I was transferred 
to the Shenandoah.  I was a 3rd 
Class Machinery Repairman and a 
destroyer only rated a striker in that 
rate, not a petty off icer.  The Shen-

andoah was leaving Norfolk for an 
overseas cruise and needed MRs, 
so rated MRs in the destroyer fleet, 
with enough time before discharge, 
were transferred to her. 

 
By Hilmer W. Leinweber, RM3, 
’45-’46 

 
I received your postcard re-

garding the USS Turner Reunion 
Association – what a pleasant sur-
prise!  My duty aboard Turner was 
very short.  I was assigned to the 
ship on November 21, 1945.  The 
destroyer was like new, having 
been just commissioned.  The war 
had recently ended and we left the 
States (Cali fornia) almost immedi-
ately and headed for Tokyo, Japan 
area to patrol up and down its 
shores. 

I was a Radio Operator (RM3.)  
On February 7, 1946, I was reas-
signed to the USS Brookings 
(APA-140) to work my way back 
to the States to be discharged from 
the Navy.  Prior to serving on the 
Turner, I served most of my time 
aboard Merchant Marine ships as a 
Radio Operator.  The Merchant 
Marine did not have enough radio 
operators to man their ships and 
therefore called upon the Navy for 
assistance.  I was originally drafted 
into the mili tary on May 19, 1943, 
spent ªBootcampº at San Diego, 
received Naval Communications 
training at Colorado University and 
advanced training at Los Angeles.  
I was discharged from the Navy on 
March 15, 1946.  I'm now 78 years 
old, enjoying retirement from the 
Federal Civil Service.  Thanks for 
remembering me. 

 
By Rupert M. Mill er, HMC, ’57 

(Continued on page 5) 
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(Continued from page 4) 

I was only on the Turner for 
about a year, but I still recall some 
interesting times.  I will soon be 
90, so my memory in not the best.  
I remember the XO LCDR Kleist 
and BMC Johnny Ferro.  Who 
could ever forget BMC Ferro?  
One thing I will never forget.  We 
were coming into dock and were 
quite close to the pier and the wind 
was taking us in further and fur-
ther.  Johnny yelled to the Bridge 
ªDrop the anchor.  We will have 
them move the pier!º  The 1st Divi-
sion crew thought that was great, 
but I guess the Bridge didn't.  

From the Turner, I was trans-
ferred to the Commissioning Crew 
of the Independence.  While we 
were on Shake-down Cruise on the 
Independence, the Turner came 
alongside to refuel and I enjoyed a 
short visit with the ªold gang.º   

Another thing I recall from the 
Turner was that we had a Chief 
Willi ams that had been on Turner 
forever; much longer than anyone I 
have ever known to be on one ship.  
If you are the Chief Corpsman on a 
Destroyer you get to know just 
about everyone by name. 

During my Navy career, I had 
two tours with the Fleet Marine 
Force.  I was with the 6th Def. Bn. 
on Midway Island during the battle 
of July 1941 to July 1942.  Then I 
was ordered back to FMF during 
Korea, but remained at Camp Le-
Jeune.  I was on three carriers: USS 
Sicily, USS Saidor and USS Inde-
pendence.  What a difference in 
living conditions during my years 
in the Navy.  I retired in September 
1959, so it has been a long time.  
Thanks, again, for remembering 
me. 
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Attention - Those of you who 
were aboard DD/DDR-834 just 
prior to, or at, her decommission-
ing and/or those who were part of 
the ship©s decommissioning crew.  
The USS Turner Reunion Asso-
ciation is most interested in any 
information about items that may 
have been retained as souvenirs 
of the ship prior to her being 
towed from Mayport.  Of special 
interest would be the where-
abouts of her ship©s bell and com-
missioning plaque. 

We know some of these items 
may be in the hands of crew-
members or were passed down to 
families of crewmembers.  We 
also know who has our special 
"Turner Tiger" flags that flew so 
proudly.  We have asked the 
woman who has them to lend 
them to us for reunions, but she 
has, so far, denied our request.  
It©s a pity, as we are the ones who 
made Turner come alive.  Our 
ship is gone.  These items are all 
we have of her and they should 
truly belong only to those ship-
mates who served aboard her.  

If you have such items, we 
would love to be able to borrow 
them for reunions, (of course, 
they would be promptly returned 
to their caretakers afterwards)  or 
possibly have them permanently 
for our ship©s historical archives. 

If there is any information at 
all regarding any of these 
"treasures", please contact any of 
the reunion off icers or Turner 
Times staff.  Thanks.  By the 
way, see the "Thanks, Ship-
mates" article on page 7. 
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(Continued from page 1) 

Rick Johnson            53-56        BM3 
Grover Kinsley         55             MR2 
Walter Knight          48-50        RD1 
Hilmer Leinweber    45-46        RM3  
Ernie Loos                55-57        SN 
Michael Mania         53-54        BMSN 
Dan McArdle            61-63        RM2 
Vince McDonough  67-69        LCDR 
James McRae            49-52        YN2 
Jerome Mergist         66-69        IC2 
Jerry Mikulski         62-63        SKSN 
Roy Morgan              45-46        S2c 
Gene Noling             54-57        EM2 
Chuck Palmer          51-52        ET3 
Vince Pangori          51-54        RM2 
Bill Patrick               61-67        EMCS 
Don Pauly                 66-68        CDR 
Richard W. Peck, Jr. 58-59        SN 
Joe Perez                  68-69        YN3 
Robert Pritchett        65-68        SFM2 
Mike Quinn               56-59        MMFN 
Tom Quitter              52-53        YN3 
Nils Rueckert            58-62        LT 
Bernie Sciarpelletti  60-62        DK3 
Dick Shanaberger    51-55        RM2 
John Sizemore         68-69        SFFN 
Gordon Smelley       65-69        BT1 
Al Sniff                     64-67        GMCG 
Joe Stepanek             57-60        ETR2 
Jim Stockton             60-62        SFP3 
Elmer Stratton         65-68        SN  
Roy Turcotte             65-67        LTJG 
Mike Tyler                65-68        MM3 
Pete Varley               66-69        DC2 
Vern Webster            52-53        CSSN 
Jerry Weitz               52-53        RMSN 
Ed Weilgus               52-55        SK3 
Grant Wilcox            62-63        PN3 

 
Join us in Norfolk and add your 
name next year. 

If you attended the Mobile reunion 
and would like to include a Turner-era 
photo of yourself in this year's Turner 
Reunion Book, please submit it to Nils 
Rueckert, 3070 Old Coach Drive, 
Camarill o, CA 93010-1657 at your ear-
liest convenience.  All originals wil l be 
returned.  Nils wil l enlarge or reduce 
the size as necessary to fit it in the 
book.  Close-up facial shots are pre-
ferred. 
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T'was the month of August fifty two, When the ªTubeless Tº left Newport,  
A ship whose every frame possessed, A spirit prisoned in its breast, 

Which the first strike of impending strife, Might startle into hideous li fe, 
Greenock t'was no sooner thought of t hen done, And ªMainbraceº was in a moment won,  

Make way for liberty she cried, And there was Newport with arms open wide, 
Lisbon, Portugal and then Augusta Bay, The latter for repair not play 

Rapallo, Italy, became her fate, And  ªLongstepº was an importan t date, 
To Taranto, Italy, she made her way, From there to Athens t'was only a day,  

Latakia, Syria -  she saw all the sights, Thanksgiving turkey, Indian wrestled the nights, 
Beirut in Lebanon she visited too, And then back to Taranto for another short view, 

Thence Naples, Italy and side trips to Rome, With Christmas so close she wished she were home, 
For four days at sea she did battle the blast, Then in Cannes, France, her anchor she cast, 

For Christmas in Cannes she enjoyed a large mess, And she shared it with children because they had less, 
Tonight Marseille, France she bids the old year adieu, Moored port side to the Hank (DD-702), 

Her mooring lines standard, number one backed up too, One-inch cable in use to Post One Twenty Two, 
And then to ensure she would not be a wreck, Twenty-two fathoms of chain to the starboard anchor on deck, 

Number one generator to brighten the night, Number two boiler in case of a flight, 
She has various friends of the U.S. Sixth Fleet, With merchant men, harbor craft tonight here they meet, 

ComCarDiv Four here as SOPA did come, He lives in the Midway (CVA-41), 
Tonight as she lies secure in her nest, She forgets all the worst but remembers the best, 

Steaming and fueling and fussing in blues, Since ComSixthFleet did thus spread the news, 
With regulars on board, reservists the rest, To her they have only given their best, 

To them all she wishes God's blessing and peace, And to the reservists an early release, 
All have helped so she can proudly boast, ªThis Navy is all rightº.  

 
Ð  Sent by Roger P. Helbling, YN2, '52-‘53 
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To go along with the poem above from the early 50©s, here is a picture of the officers who served aboard at that time.  
The picture was taken November 11, 1951.  I©m sorry but I don©t remember who submitted the picture.  If you©re out 
there, I apologize and please let me know who you are.  I also don©t know the names of the officers in the picture, so you 
shipmates with keen eyes can drop us a line and let us know.  Thanks. 
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Dear Editor: 
 
There is a series of 3 books written by 
Don Sheppard who joined the navy in 
1948 as a Seaman Recruit and retired as a 
full l ine commander and captain of a de-

stroyer.  Information is as follows: 
 
Bluewater Sailor - ISBN 0-89141-554-8, roughly his 1st ten years in the Navy. 
 
Riverine (a brown water sailor) - ISBN 0-89141-425-8, his command of a PBR 
on the Bassac River in South Vietnam in 1967. 
 
Destroyer Skipper – ISBN 0-89141-555-6, his tour as an Exec aboard a destroyer 
and finally as full commander and captain of another can and his final retire-
ment. 
 
I find these to be extremely well written.  Very interesting and factual and of 
course a lot of the content will bring back varied memories for all those who 
read and have served  (Editor©s note:  I have also read these and Don Sheppard is 
a fine author.  One problem is that the books are out of print and most libraries 
cannot order them.  They can be ordered from used book dealers and Amazon.
com) 
 
Another very interesting book is "The Yard" ISBN 0-06-019246-1; the building 
of a destroyer in the Bath Iron Works where the Turner was built .  The author is 
Michael S. Sanders and is a step by step of the construction of the USS Donald 
Cook DDG-51. 
 
Also ran across and am currently reading "U-505" by Daniel V. Gallery, Rear 
Admiral, USN, retired; a story of the U-boat we toured in Chicago while at our 
1999 reunion.  Good stuff!! !!  It is a softbound book with ISBN 0-446-89914-3.  
The story of the boarding and capture by Admiral Gallery on June 1944, the first 
American officer to so capture and enemy warship since 1815 so the book says. 
 
Also have acquired the book "Enigma" by Robert Harris ISBN 0-679-42887-9, 
the fictional story of breaking the codes of the enigma machine.   It takes place 
in 1943 in England and is of interest as well; especially to those of us who toured 
the U-505 in Chicago and remember the Enigma was also aboard and saved. 
 
Thought maybe this info would be good to pass along, especially for those who 
are now retired and have nothing better to do than play golf, travel and enjoy 
li fe. 
 
Jerry Weitz 
 
ÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐÐ –ÐÐ  
 
Dear Peter: 
 
My name is Robert E. Schobernd.  I was aboard Turner as an MM2 from 1960 to 
1963.  Please take me off the correspondence list.  You are wasting the dues 
money.  I will not be taking part in activities and am not interested in news con-
cerning the ship and crew.  That was only one small part of my li fe.  Grow up, 
get a li fe and move on. 
 
(Ed.Ð Thanks, Bob for your "kind" words.  Needless to say, Bob was removed 
from the mail ing list, but not before getting a piece of my mind in return.) 
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Final Roll Call  
Since our last issue we have learned  
that these shipmates have answered the 
call of the Supreme Commander: 
Bostick, James R. 46-48 WT1c 
Busby, James C. 46 BM2 
Clayton, Jr., David J. 47 F2C 
Coats, Claud E. 47 S1c 
Comerford, John E. 47 RDMSN 
Cross, Jr., Robert S. 57-60 SN 
Dion, Jerald R. 47 F2c 
Elli s, Warner D. 46 S1c 
Hungerford, Mahlon R. 47-51 ET2 
Pantle, Walter A. 46 F2c 
Paquin, Roland A. 46 F1c 
Sweikhart, Walter J. 45 S1c 
Walsh, Raymond E. 51-54 ME3 
Weigel, Jr., Richard D. 54-58 GM3 

At our recent reunion in Mobile, 
several of our shipmates brought pic-
tures and mementoes of Turner.  
Naturally, these help generate a few  
sea stories and memories of our fine 
ships. 

One item of interest is the specifi-
cations plate that was mounted on the 
starboard turbine made by General 
Electric for Turner.  At one point 
some non-Turner personnel removed 
it from the turbine and tried to take it 
off the ship.  Luckily, this uncivilized 
act was spotted by  Mike Tyler, MM3, 
©66-©69 who intervened and recovered 
our ship©s property.  As his interven-
tion cost him 30 days of confinement 
to the ship (!), this plate has carried a 
special meaning for Mike. 

Mike has generously transferred 
guardianship of this plate to the 
Turner Reunion Association with the 
understanding that we will bring it to 
future reunions. 

Additionally, we received, from a 
very anonymous donor, the ship©s 
Quarterdeck Flag.  It is purple and 
gold satin and says "USS Turner 
DDR-834."  It will also come to future 
reunions.  If only we had either of the 
Turner Tiger flags to accompany our 
ship©s quarterdeck flag.  That would 
be great! 
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The U. S .S. Turner Reunion Association is a non-profit organization dedicated to locating 
and keeping us in contact with our former shipmates.  The Association Off icers are: 

The Turner Times is published periodically, by the dedicated staff members shown below, to 
help communicate Association news and facilit ate the sharing of memories.  Suggestions and 
items of interest can be submitted to either of us.  Originals will be returned, if requested.  
               Staff Coordinator                                             Editor /Publisher 
               Mel Edwards (©57-©59)                                      Pete Varley (©66-©69) 
               1431 Bieker Road                                             202 Shadowbend Drive 
               Washington, MO 63090                                   Wheeling, IL 60090 
               Phone: (636) 239-8960                                     Phone: (847) 808-0460 
               E-mail: melbet@fidnet.com                             E-mail: Peter_Varley@msn.com 

President Tim Fesig (©65-©69) Secretary  Dick Shanaberger (©51-©55) 

1st Vice President Joe Stepanek (©57-©60) Membership  Pete Varley (©66-©69) 

2nd Vice President Grant Wilcox (©62-©63) Treasurer  Mike Quinn (©56-©59) 

Webmaster Tom Shingleton (©59-©60) Chaplain Carl Ackerman (©51-©55) 

 

U.S.S. Turner Reunion Association 
2130 Salisbury Street 
York, PA 17404-1013 
Website http://www.ussturner.org 
 

Address Service Requested 

MOVED ???? —  If you have moved, plan to do so, changed your telephone number, or have any change of 
status, please contact Pete Varley at 202 Shadowbend Drive, Wheeling, IL 60090-3162, Phone: (847) 808-0460, or 
email: Peter_Varley@msn.com  Stay in touch!!  We don©t want to lose you! 
 
ASSOCIATION DUES — Although dues are voluntary, we could use your help.  Look at your mailing label.  If 
"Dues Paid" appears by your name, your dues are paid.  If not, and you want to pay them, send $20 to Mike 
Quinn at 15022 Hix Street, Livonia, MI 48154.  Please remember that annual dues cover the "year" between re-
unions and NOT a calendar year.    (Dues paid after October 16, 2003 are not reflected on the label)  

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

 

Each maili ng we have several pieces returned because shipmates do not let us know they have 
moved.  The Postal Service now charges us $.80 for each "Moved Notification" we receive 
from them.  Add to that the cost of printing and postage we lose sending it to a bad address.  
Then we have to begin the search again to find our "lost" shipmate, which takes more time and 
money.  Right now our roster lists 14 "Lost" shipmates who cannot be found!!  Please do us a 
favor, especially you " snowbirds!"  If you are moving or have recently moved, PLEASE 
drop us a line, call or email us with your new information so we don©t lose you again!! 

Next stop — Nor folk, Virginia — September 8th to the 12th, 2004 

Roster Update 
 

As of this maili ng, 
the Turner 
Association roster 
totals 1,500  
located shipmates 
and associate 
members. 


